IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claims 1, 3, 4, 8, 10, 1 1, and 13, as follows. Note that all claims 
in the application are being reproduced below in accordance with current U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office requirements. 



1 . \ (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus comprising: 
detecripn means for detecting the state of a resource resources to be used to 
output image data; 

prediction rAeans for predicting whether or not to abort the outputting of the 
image data in accordance with an image data to be output and the state of the r esou r ce resources 
detected by said detection means; 

output control meaAs for suspending a start of outputting of the image data, if 
an abort is predicted by said prediction means; and 

storage means for storing^the output image data which said output control 
means has suspended^ 

wherein said output control rrfeans performs one of a first sequence in which an 
output operation of a second image data input afteV a first image data is started before an output 
operation of the first image data is finished and a second sequence in which the output operation 
of the second image data is started after the output operation of the first image data is finished; 



and 
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wmerein said output control means is allowed to select one of the first sequence 
and the second sequence when abort is predicted by said prediction means and to perform the 
second sequence when a^ort is not predicted by said prediction means . 

2. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein when second 
image data to be output existsun addition to first image data for which abort is predicted, said 
output means outputs the second image data preferentially to the first image data. 

3. (CuirentlyWnended) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
output control means comprises selection means capabl e of for selecting whether or not to 
suspend output image data, for which abW is predicted or forcibly perform outputting. 

4. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 3, further 
comprising wherein said instruction means capable of for instructing said selection means to 
suspend or forcibly perform output of image datA for which abort is predicted. 

5. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising 
display means for displaying an abort prediction result by said prediction means. 



6. (Original) The apparatus according™ claim 5, wherein when output of 
image data is suspended, said display means displays a message indicative thereof. 
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7. \ (Original) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said output 
means comprises output cancel means for cancelling output of output-suspended image data. 

8. OCurrently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 3, further 
comprising setting means capable of for setting a selection result of said selection means in 
advance. 



9, (Original^ The apparatus according to claim 8, further comprising 
verification means for verifying setting of said setting means. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) An image processing method comprising: 
a storage step of storing image data; 

a detection step of detecting the state of a r e source resources to be used to 
output the image data stored in the storage step\ 

a prediction step of predicting Whether or not to abort the outputting of the 
image data in accordance with an image data to be \utput and the state of the r e source resources 
detected in the detection step; and 

the a suspension step of suspending a \tart of outputting of the image data, if an 
abort is predicted in the prediction step A 

wherein said output control means perforate one of a first sequence in which an 
output operation of a second image data input after a first imagd data is started before an output 
operation of the first image data is finished and a second sequence^in which the output operation 
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of the second image data is started after the output operation of the first image data is finished; 
and \ 

Xwherein said output control means is allowed to select one of the first sequence 
and the second sequence when abort is predicted by said prediction means and to perform the 
second sequence whensbort is not predicted by said prediction means . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An image processing method comprising: 
a storage step of storing image data; 

an abort prediction, step of comparing a resource necessary for outputting with 
an actual resource for first image data to be output first out of image data that are stored in the 
storage step and to be output, and predicting whether or not to abort the outputting of the first 
image data from the comparison result; and \ 

an output order change step ot when abort of output is predicted in the abort 
prediction step, changing an output order so as to Output the first image data after second image 
data was scheduled to be outputted after the first image data,, 

wherein said output control means performs one of a first sequence in which an 
output operation of a second image data input after a first image data is started before an output 
operation of the first image data is finished and a second sequence in which the output operation 
of the second image data is started after the output operation of me first image data is finished; 
and \ 
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whVrein said output control means is allowed to select one of the first sequence 
and the second sequencX when abort is predicted by said prediction means and to perform the 
second sequence when abort is not predicted by said prediction means . 

12. (Original) The method according to claim 1 1, wherein the abort 
prediction step is performed onlyWhen image data to be output exists in addition to the first 
image data, and the first image dataNis directly output when no image data to be output exists in 
addition to the first image data. \ 

13. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable memory comprising: 
a program module of a detection step of detecting a state of a resource 

resources to be used to output image data; \ 

a program module of a prediction step of predicting whether or not to abort the 
outputting of the image data in accordance with anlmage data to be output and the state of the 
resource resources detected in the detection step; and\ 

a program module of an output step oV suspending a start of outputting of the 
image data, if abort is predicted in the prediction step,, \ 

wherein said output control means performs one of a first sequence in which an 
output operation of a second image data input after a first imake data is started before an output 
operation of the first image data is finished and a second sequence in which the output operation 
of the second image data is started after the output operation of thevfirst image data is finished; 
and \ 
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Please add Claims 14-36 as follows: 



-14. \ (New) An image processing apparatus comprising: 

a storagV unit, adapted to store a plurality of job data including a first job data 
and a second job data input alfter the first job data; 

a print unit, adapted to print job data stored in said storage unit; 

a selector, adaptedsto select one of a first sequence for causing said print unit to 
start a print operation of the second job ndata before a print operation of the first job data is 
finished and second sequence for cai^ir^saic^rint unit to start the print operation of the second 
job data after the print operation of the firs^w^ta is finished; 

a controller, adapted to caus^inte image processing apparatus to perform the 
sequence selected by said selector of the first sequence and the second sequence when status of 
the image processing apparatus is a status in which said ]mnt unit can not finish the print 
operation of the first job data and to perform the second sequence of the first sequence and the 
second sequence when status of the image processing apparatuses a status in which said print 
unit can finish the print operation of the first job data. \ 



15 A (New) A job processing method for an image processing apparatus 
comprising a storage unit adapted to store a plurality of job data including a first job data and a 
second job data input after the first job data and a print unit adapted to print data stored in said 
storage unit, the method comprising: 

an input stqp of inputting an instruction to select one of a first sequence for 
causing said print unit to start imprint operation of the second job data before a print operation of 
the first job data is finished and Asecond sequence for causing said print unit to start the print 
operation of the second job data after the print operation of the first job data is finished; and 

a control step of causing the image processing apparatus to allow an execution 
of the sequence selected by the instruction of the first sequence and the second sequence when a 
status of the image processing apparatus rte a^tatus in which said print unit can not finish the 
print operation of the first job data and t& a^o\\an execution of the second sequence of the first 
sequence and the second sequence when aVa&s of the image processing apparatus is a status in 
which said print unit can finish the print operation of the first job data. 

16. (New) The method according to claim 15, wherein the image 
processing apparatus can print, via said storage unit, at\east one of a job data output from a 
scanning unit and a job data output from a computer. 



17. (New) The method according to claim 15, wherein the image 
processing apparatus has a plurality of functions including a cop\ function for causing said print 
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unit to print via said storage unit a job data output from a scanning unit and a print function for 
causing saicmrint unit to print via said storage unit a job data output from a computer. 



(New) The method according to claim 15, wherein the control step 
causes the image processing apparatus to perform the sequence selected by the instruction of the 
first sequence and the sectond sequence at least one of a case where said print unit can not finish 
the print operation of the first) ob data because of a status of the image processing apparatus 
related to a sheet used in the print operation of the first job data and a case where said print unit 
can not finish the print operation orthe first job data because of a status of the image processing 
apparatus related to a stack unit stacking the sheets on which the first job data is printed and a 
case where said print unit can not finish tf^e print operation of the first job data because of a 
status of the image processing apparat^rela^gd^) a stapling process to the sheets on which the 
first job data is printed. 

I 

19. (New) The method according^ claim 15, wherein the image 
processing apparatus can print, via said storage unit, at least one of a job data output from a 
scanning unit and a job data output from a computer, and in said input step the instruction is 
input via an operating unit of the image processing apparatus. 



20. (New) The method according to claim 15, wherein the image 
processing apparatus can print, via said storage unit, at least one of a job\iata output from a 
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scannrag unit and a job data output from a computer, and in said input step the instruction is 
input via operating unit of the computer. 

11. (New) The method according to claim 15, wherein the image 
processing apparatus can print, via said storage unit, at least one of a job data output from a 
scanning unit and a job date output from a computer, and in said control step it is noted to an 
operator by an operation unirin either the image processing unit or the computer that the first job 
data is not able to be completely printed. 



22. (New) The m^hod according to claim 15, wherein the control step 
causes said print unit to start the print oper^ieo^of the second job data and causes said print unit 
to stop the print operation of the first job data^i^he first sequence. 



23. (New) The method accordmg to claim 15, wherein the control step 
causes said print unit to start the printing operation of the first job data in the second sequence 
when the status of the image processing apparatus is not required for finishing a printing process 
of the first job data, even if a problem which interrupts the printing operation of the first data 
occurs in the image processing apparatus. 



24. (New) The method according to claim 15, wherein said control step 
causes said storage unit to store the first job data, which is not finished to ptint because of 
performing the first sequence and wherein an erasing process for erasing the fii^t job data stored 
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in said storage unit and an printing process for printing the first job data stored in said storage 
unit ar^able to be selectively performed based on an instruction from an operating unit after 
finishing theNprinting operation of the second job data. 

25\ (New) A computer readable memory on which is a job processing 
method program for an image processing apparatus comprising a storage unit adapted to store a 
plurality of job data including^ first job data and a second job data input after the first job data 
and a print unit adapted to print dat^ stored in said storage unit, the memory comprising: 

a program module o^n inputstep of inputting an instruction to select one of a 
first sequence for causing said print uprftoVtart a|ftint operation of the second job data before a 
print operation of the first job data is finished! atol abscond sequence for causing said print unit to 
start the print operation of the second job data\aft€rfe^e print operation of the first job data is 
finished; 

a program module of a control step of cau^ng the image processing apparatus 
to allow an execution of the sequence selected by the instruction^ the first sequence and the 
second sequence when a status of the image processing apparatus is ^status in which said print 
unit can not finish the print operation of the first job data and to allow an execution of the second 
sequence of the first sequence and the second sequence when a status of the in^age processing 
apparatus is a status in which said print unit can finish the print operation of the nist job data. 



26. (New) An image processing apparatus comprising: 
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\a storage control unit, adapted to cause a storage unit, which can store a 
plurality of job data including a first job data and a second job data input after the first job data, 
to store job data to b& printed; 

a prim unit, adapted to print job data stored in said storage unit; 

a controller, adapted to cause the image processing apparatus to allow an 
execution of at least one of V first sequence for causing said print unit to start a print operation of 
the second job data before a print operation of the first job data is finished and a second sequence 
for causing said print unit to staAthe print operation of the second job data after the print 
operation of the first job data is finished when status of the image processing apparatus is a first 
status in which said print unit can noMnish the print operation of the first job data and to allow 
an execution of the second sequence wnfen status of the image processing apparatus is a second 
status in which said print unit can finish tnfe print operation of the first job data; and 

a certification unit, adaptecMo perform a certification process in the permitting 
of a print operation of job data to be printed, \ 

wherein said controller causes said certification unit to perform the 
certification process when at least one of the first sequence and the second sequence is performed 
in the first status and causes the image processing apparatus to allow the execution of the second 
sequence without a performing of the certification process>by said certification unit in the second 
status. \ 

27. (New) A job processing method for an image processing apparatus 
comprising a storage unit adapted to store a plurality of job data including a first job data and a 



seconduob data input after the first job data and comprising a print unit adapted to print data 
stored inlaid storage unit, the method comprises: 

a control step of causing the image processing apparatus to allow an execution 
of at least one 6f a first sequence for causing said print unit to start a print operation of the 
second job data before a print operation of the first job data is finished and a second sequence for 
causing said print unit to start the print operation of the second job data after the print operation 
of the first job data is finished when a status of the image processing apparatus is a first status in 
which said print unit can nVt finish the print operation of the first job data and to allow an 
execution of the second sequence when a status of the image processing apparatus is a second 
status in which said print unit cak finish the print operation of the first job data; and 

a certification request step of performing a request for a certification process in 
the permitting of a print operation of job data to be printed, to a user by a user interface unit, and 
wherein said control step causes the user interface unit to perform the request 
when at least one of the first sequence and tl\e second sequence is performed in the first status 
and causes the image processing apparatus to allow the execution of the second sequence without 
a performing of the request by the user interface unit in the second status. 

28. (New) The method according\o claim 27, wherein the image 
processing apparatus can print, via said storage unit, at lea^t one of a job data output from a 
scanning unit and a job data output from a computer, 

wherein the control step causes the image processing apparatus to perform 
either the first sequence of the second sequence based on a selectioii instruction input via at least 
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one of an operation unit of the image processing apparatus and an operation unit of the computer 
when the unage processing apparatus is in the first status, and 

\ wherein in the certification request step the request is performed via at least 
one of an operation unit of the image processing apparatus and an operation unit of the computer. 

29. \ (New) the method according to claim 27, wherein said control step 
causes the user interfaceVnit to perform the request when the first sequence is performed in the 
first status and causes the user interface unit to perform the request when the second sequence is 
performed in the first status. \ 

30. (New) A computer readable memory on which a job processing method 
program for an image processing apparatus comprising a storage unit adapted to store a plurality 
of job data including a first job data and cNsecond job data input after the first job data and 
comprising a print unit adapted to print data\tored in said storage unit, the memory comprising: 

a program module of a control step of causing the image processing apparatus 
to allow an execution of at least one of a first sequence for causing said print unit to start a print 
operation of the second job data before a print operation of the first job data is finished and a 
second sequence for causing said print unit to start the print operation of the second job data after 
the print operation of the first job data is finished when a status of the image processing 
apparatus is a first status in which said print unit can not finisk the print operation of the first job 
data and to allow an execution of the second sequence when a status of the image processing 
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apparatus is a second status in which said print unit can finish the print operation of the first job 
data; and\^ 

\a program module of a certification request step of performing a request for a 
certification process mJhe permitting of a print operation of job data to be printed, to a user by a 
user interface unit, and 

wherein said cofcfrol step causes the user interface unit to perform the request 
when at least one of the first sequence and the second sequence is performed in the first status 
and causes the image processing apparatus to^dlow the execution of the second sequence without 
a performing of the request by the user interface unit in the second status. 

3 1 . (New) An image processing apparatus comprising: 

a storage controiomit, adapted to cause a storage unit, which can store a 
plurality of job data including a first joWata and a second job data input after the first job data, 
to store job data to be printed; \ 

a print unit, adapted to $mt j ok data/stored in said storage unit; 

a controller, adapted to cause the image processing apparatus to allow a 
selective execution of either a first sequence for causing sfcid print unit to start a print operation 
of the second job data before a print operation of the first job oata is finished or a second 
sequence for causing said print unit to start the print operation of n^e second job data after the 
print operation of the first job data is finished, when status of the imag^ processing apparatus is a 
status in which said print unit can not finish the print operation of the firstjob data and said 
storage unit stores a plurality of job data to be printed, and to allow an execution of the second 
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sequence when a plurality of job data to be printed are stored in said storage unit no matter 
whetherWtus of the image processing apparatus is the status in which said print unit can not 
finish the print operation of the first job data. 

32. (New) A job processing method for an image forming apparatus 
comprising a storage unit adapted to store a plurality of job data including a first job data and a 
second job data input after the first job data and comprising a print unit adapted to print job data 
stored in said storage unit, the method comprising: 

a storage conVol step of causing said storage unit to store job data to be 
printed; and J 

a control st^p of ca^i^g4h§image processing apparatus to allow a selective 
execution of one of a first sequence forVausin^said print unit to start a print operation of the 
second job data before a print operation of tne first job data is finished and a second sequence for 
causing said print unit to start the print operatio\ of the second job data after the print operation 
of the first job data is finished, when a status of theSimage processing apparatus is a status in 
which said print unit can not finish the print operationW the first job data and a plurality of job 
data to be printed are stored in said storage unit, and to allow an execution of the second 
sequence when a plurality of job data to be printed are not stored in said storage unit no matter 
whether a status of the image processing apparatus is the status m which said print unit can not 
finish the print operation of the first job data. \ 
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\ 33. (New) The method according to claim 32, wherein the image 

processing apparatus can print, via said storage unit, at least one of a job data output from a 
scanning unit and a job data output from a computer, 

therein the control step causes the image processing apparatus to perform one 
of the first sequence and the second sequence based on a selection instruction input via at least 
one of an operation unit of the image processing apparatus and an operation unit of the image 
processing apparatus and anbperation unit of the computer, when status of the image processing 
apparatus is a status in which said print unit can not finish the print operation of the first job data 
and a plurality of job data to be pirated are stored in said storage unit. 

34. (N^w) The method according to claim 32, wherein the control step 
causes said print unit to start the printing operation of the first job data when a plurality of job 
data to be printed are not stored in said ^tb^gk unit, even if a problem which interrupts the 
printing operation of the first data occurs in the image processing apparatus. 

35. (New) A computer readable memory on which a job processing method 
program for an image forming apparatus comprising a storage unit adapted to store a plurality of 
job data including a first job data and a second job data inpiX after the first job data and 
comprising a print unit adapted to print job data stored in said storage unit, the memory 
comprising: \ 

a program module of a storage control step of causing said storage unit to store 
job data to be printed; and \ 
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a program module of a control step of causing the image processing apparatus 
to allow a selective execution of one of a first sequence for causing said print unit to start a print 
operation of the sb^cond job data before a print operation of the first job data is finished and a 
second sequence for causing said print unit to start the print operation of the second job data after 
the print operation of theNirst job data is finished, when a status of the image processing 
apparatus is a status in whicmsaid print unit can not finish the print operation of the first job data 
and a plurality of job data to be printed are stored in said storage unit, and to allow an execution 
of the second sequence when a plurality of job data to be printed are not stored in said storage 
unit no matter whether a status of the image processing apparatus is the status in which said print 
unit can not finish the print operation of ms^rst job data. 



36. (New) An image processing apparatus comprising: 

detection means for detecting the stat\of resources to be used for printing; 

prediction means for predicting whether or not the printing of the image data is 
interrupted, in accordance with an image data to be printed ancfyhe state of the resources detected 
by said detection means; and 

output control means for suspending a start of printing the image data and for 
storing the image data, if the interruption is predicted by said prediction mbans.- 
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